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VALLEY WRITERS’ GUILD     

            NEWSLETTER

Next Meeting Dates

May 16, 2:00 p.m., Meeting Room,

Jonsonn’s Independent Grocers, Highway 43, Toonie Challenge.

June 13, 2:00 p.m., Meeting Room

Jonsonn’s Independent Grocers

Annual Meeting. Please bring snack food for the party. Our Toonie Competition will be on the topic of “The First Prize” in either prose or poetry. You must come to the meeting in order to enter the contest.

September 13, 2:00 p.m., Meeting Room, Jonsonn’s Independent Grocers

Toonie Challenge: T.B. A.

Guest Speaker T.B.A.

WRITERS IN THE STARS

Cancer: Roald Amundsen, Pearl S. Buck, Pierre Burton, Barbara Cartland, Northrop Frye, Charlotte Zolotow, Oliver Sacks, Mary Baker Eddy, Emily Bronte, Jean Stafford, Alice Munro, Hart Crane, Ernest Hemingway, Iris Murdock and Harry Bruce.  

Leo: Russell Baker, Alex Haley, Robert Graves, Wallace Thurman, William Saroyan, Beatrix Potter, Alexandre 

July-August Edition 

News Features, Markets

Dumas, Isabel Allende, Charles Bukowski and Leon Uris.

Virgo: Ralph Connor, Edgar Rice Burroughs, Stephen King, H.G. Wells, Mencken, Martin Amis, Anne Beattie, 

Leo Tolstoy, Agatha Christie, William Saroyan, Robert Benchly and Robertson Davies.

Libra: Truman Capote, Max Apple, Cervantes, Elizabeth Gaskell, Kildare Dobbs, Anne Rice, R.L. Stine, Aleister Crowley and Frank Herbert. 

   Writers, what’s your sign? Let us know so that we can add you to this list.

SUBMISSIONS

    We are always looking for submissions/comments from members. Please send in anything that occurs to you. It could also be queries or suggestions.

   Please send to sthompson001@sympatico.ca 

or mail to Steve Thompson

                Box 1184

                Morrisburg, Ontario

                K0C 1X0

THE GRIST MILL 

    Our magazine will continue to be available at our meetings for $7.00, or by mail for $10.00. 

CONGRATULATIONS

     Ruth Latta, author of twelve other books, novels and short stories, has a new book out, Spelling Bee. A young teacher’s life is transformed by a glamorous substitute teacher who becomes close. Forty years later, Colleen needs a friend badly, and searches for her old friend, Bibi. Will they still have anything in common? If she finds Bibi, will she be able to help her?

    If you missed Ruth’s book launch, the novel is available in bookstores, from Baico Publishing, Inc., or from Ruth.

   Gary Miller has five poems in the April issue of the R & M Journal and a short story in the April/May issue of Canadian Stories, and was successful in our “Joker is Wild” contest..

    Steve Thompson had short stories published in the last two issues of Country Lanes, published in Russell, Ontario, and was successful in our “Joker is Wild” contest.

CELEBRITY DEATHS

David Mills, American author, at 48.

Joseph Galdon, Filipino writer and academic, at 81.

John Forsythe, American actor, at 92

Lena Horne, American singer and actress, at 92.

Robert Serling, American author, brother of Rod Serling, at 92.

Lynne Redgrave, English actress, at 67.

VWG FEES

    Remember, membership for a year is $35 and includes family members. Guests pay $5 per meeting.

MARCH TOONIE CHALLENGE 

         CONTEST WINNER

    The winner was to write a first line for a short story, using words picked at random from a hat.

    The winning sentence, by Alice Thompson, was “Bill Moyer’s unfaithful wife had sex with a jewel thief every Wednesday.”

     Can’t wait to see how that story turns out. The first line gives new meaning to the definition of Wednesday as “hump day.”

MAY TOONIE CHALLENGE CONTEST WINNER

Welcome to the Country but…

   If you want to get your mail delivered in your rural habitat, you need a mailbox. It should be something sitting atop a solid post. Did you know there are rules governing the installation of your mailbox? These were so ably demonstrated by my octogenarian postman as he drove up aside my newly erected mailbox. An arm extended out the driver’s window. A hand clutching a yellow snow scraper fell an inch short of the mailbox lip and a voice feebly said, “Ehhhhh.” This precise measurement demonstrated that my mailbox was perched too high, and well beyond his ability to elevate the arm when extended.

   I had a length of six inch diameter steel casing left over from my well drilling –that’s another thing you need in your new rural setting if you want water.

This solid six foot length of pipe was the post for my mailbox. “Ehhhhhh,” meant I would need to dig deeper to accommodate my ancient postal employee.

    A post hole digger is something you need in the country if you want good neighbours. You know, something about good fences making for good neighbours.

   The shoulder of a road reveals a lot about past highway construction as your project takes on the appearance of an archaeological dig site. I augered through layers of history on my way to a suitable depth aptly defined by “Ehhhhhh.”

    If you want to drive your car in your winter wonderland you need snowploughs. Unfortunately these brightly coloured yellow behemoths send a wall of cascading snow against your rural mailbox. A cloud of white obscures the roadway where stands your sturdy mailbox. As the cloud drifts from view, your post proudly stands –topless.

   In the winter countryside the ditches are usually quite wide and deeply filled with snow. One will frequently locate their mailbox and strewn letters there. My mailbox was caressed with yellow paint. An unsympathetic roads supervisor prompted me to call the police with my complaint of property damage.

    In my rural habitat the black and white will eventually arrive to reluctantly receive your complaint. When you relocate to your country estate it is always advisable to remember to update the address on your driver’s permit. I was given a warning this time because I was new to the neighbourhood. I felt like saying, “Ehhhhhh?”

                        Bud McKibbon

Woman vs. Machine

   I always thought that machines were made to lighten a person’s workload and free up time for leisure. No one mentioned to me in grade nine Home Economics that a piece of machinery had a mind of its own. Of course I didn’t know then that I would eventually have four children, a dog, live in the country, and have to deal with country plumbing. When I speak of country plumbing, I mean the sort that relies on well water and electricity to work. Urban plumbing simply requires a water supply that works with gravity and usually comes from a central pumping station. Country living depends on a well and a pump that rumbles and gyrates on a cinder block base in the cellar. Everything is just fine as long as the pump is working and the pump works as long as the power supply keeps working and that is a moot point if the washing machine isn’t up to speed.

   My first bone of contention upon moving to the country was that gravity was not operating in my favour. Our washing machine was in our brand new basement along with something called a sump pump. The sump pump moved the excess water (rain or snow melt or just ground water) out from under the house and into the ditch out front. I was supposed to keep an ear cocked for excess sump pump action which could mean our basement was flooding and the pump was being over-worked. At first I assumed the sudsy water from the washing machine would simply go into the floor drain and end up in the ditch.

   Oh no, no, no! Things were not that simple. Washing machine, flushed water, bath water and dish water were destined to take a downward journey from the upstairs and the upward journey from the cellar out to a tank buried in the ground. The tank got pumped out at least every two years, a smelly operation carried out by a large pumper truck. Getting water to flow down is no problem; getting water pumped up from my washing machine on the other hand required a third pump, one that sat beside my washer. That pump became the bane of my existence and was called some very colourful names and was threatened with bodily harm on a regular basis.

   Hearing became an important sense for country survival. Not only was I listening for the particular telephone ring that was our party line signature, I was also listening for the sound of pumps. The regular operation of the sump pump and the well pump was very crucial, and even more essential was the sound of the washing machine because, should I not hear the change in its tone indicating the rinse cycle, I wouldn’t get to the pump switch before the deep washing sink overflowed (it wasn’t deep enough) onto the basement floor. Then I would have to spend some time in my rubber boots sweeping water down to the floor drain. Because of our four noisy children, a barking dog and my forgetfulness, our basement floor got washed on a regular basis and I spent a lot of time in rubber boots.

    Washing machines come in all sizes. Ours was a commercial size with room enough, so the advertising went, to do the laundry of a football team in the spring. I beg to differ. If I loaded towels and a couple of sheets into the tub, our washing machine set up a racket that would rival a cement mixer. It would dance a jig a leprechaun would envy and twist better than Chubby Checker ever did. Again, I would run down to the basement to placate the angry beast, by opening it up and trying to level the load. It usually took three tries before I ended its temper tantrum. I began to think living in a nudist colony had its attractions.

   I remember being taught how to fold laundry properly in Home Ec and I used to love ironing clothes when I lived at home with my parents. I would make neat little piles and hang all the shirts up on hangers so that the newly pressed sleeves wouldn't get crushed. Now I just rushed down to the washing machine and flung everything into the dryer that wasn't going out on the line. Then, if I timed it just right, I could run down to the dryer as soon as it stopped and not have to iron at all. I did a lot of running up and down stairs in those days. On days when I won the race, my husband, Bud, didn’t have to wear wrinkled shirts.

   Three stellar laundry days stand out in my memory. The first was the day we got a water sensitive drain that tripped the pump as soon as the washer drained. That was true freedom. The second day was when our upstairs laundry room was completed and our washing machine and dryer came upstairs. No longer did I have to carry the laundry baskets up and down. The third day was the day our children bean complaining about the lack of clean clothes in their drawers. The light bulb went on over my head and a beatific smile spread over my face.

    “Come with me,” I beckoned them one by one, “it’s time I introduced you to the washing machine and dryer.”

   As they backed gingerly away from the manic gleam in my eye, I closed the laundry room door and launched them on the basics of student Laundry 101. 

                    Mollie Pearce McKibbon

CONTESTS

1. Symphony Space –Selected Shorts Check out this site on the internet for an interesting short story writing contest.

2.The Writers’ Union of Canada holds an annual literary award for best first collection of short fiction, and three annual writing competitions: Short Prose Competition for Developing Writers, Writing for Children Competition, and a Postcard Story Competition. The submission deadlines remain the same each year.

    Please send all submissions to the Toronto office:

90 Richmond Street East, Suite 200

Toronto, Ontario M5C 1P1

   Competition results may take up to three months to be announced. Results will be posted on the TWUC’s website. Submissions will not be returned.

Prizes:

Danuta Gleed Literary Award: $10 000

     Annual Deadline: February 1

Postcard Story Competition: $500

     Annual Deadline: February 14

Writing for Children Competition $1500

     Annual Deadline: April 24

Short Prose Competition for Developing Writers: $2500

      Annual deadline: November 3

3. The VWG contest, “The Joker is Wild”. 

    The judging has just been completed and the announcement of the winner follows.

   The contest was divided into  children’s and adults categories. This was a change from the original plan, as four youthful members of the same family entered, and it was felt that to be fair, they should not have to compete with the adults. The actual contest results may be included in a later edition, but for now-

Children: 

1st Laura Nickerson for “Parisian Dancer” 

2nd Jacob Nickerson for “Alfred’s Socks”

3rd Joshua Nickerson for “Silly Slug”

HM Melissa Nickerson for “The Man with Twenty Kids”

Adults:

1st Terry Cappelle for “A Bear Speaks”

2nd Terry Cappelle for “Pug”

3rd Steve Thompson for “Bar Fly”

HM Steve Thompson for “Strapless Evening Gown”

HM Gary Miller for “Apple Tree”

 MARCH MEETING

   A letter from Ruth Latta invited us to her book launch for Spelling Bee. Information about the novel is included elsewhere in this newsletter.

   The toonie challenges were read and Alice Thompson was the winner.

    Molly McKibbon read her short story, which we enjoyed, but critiqued anyway.

   Notices were to be put in libraries and other advertisements were requested regarding April’s guest speaker.

    Members present discussed books recently read. The Shack, by William P. Young, had been enjoyed by two or three members, and was outlined for the others. Another popular book, winner of the 2009 Man Booker Prize, was Wolf Hall, by Hilary Mantel. In this book, the 1520s under Henry VIII and with Thomas Cromwell and others with whom we have been made familiar by the popular tv. series, “The Tudors,” are recreated by Mantel in her novel.

    Some common errors in usage were discussed. Examples included: “There is” or “there are”. We were reminded that the singular or plural is dependent on what follows; “snuck,” a word made popular by some television sportscasters; “He sunk a free shot.”; “lucked in” where “lucked out” would be more appropriate; “this will impact…”, and “…grow a business” were mentioned also.

    For writers, insurance is required in case of offence to a reader’s sensibilities. Should the publisher not bear the total cost of such insurance?

    Finally, for the “toonie challenge” for May, we were to write a one page piece on the rural experience.

APRIL MEETING

   Gary introduced our guest speaker, Emily-Jane Hills Orford. Emily teaches writing and music, and writes in a variety of genres. Emily also does book reviews. She is a story teller, and many of her books are written in that style.

    Emily read from a number of her works and gave us background information on each of them. Her books include Ukelele Yukon, Spring, 

Summer, Autumn, The Creative Spirit, and  The Whistling Bishop.

   The author discussed her experiences with publishers and bookstores, as well as agents.

   Emily noted that self-published and small press works do not allow the writers to qualify for the major awards that we crave.

MAY MEETING

The toonie challenge was a tie, and the two winners are presented in this newsletter.

Questions discussed included;

  Self-censorship –yes or no.

  Literature from another era: does   

  political correctness trump the classics?  

  Who decides?

  Is the human rights commission too  

  powerful against writers?

 Topics for next year?

 Speakers?

 Rotating chair?

Bring finger foods to the June meeting.

INTERNET SOURCES 

   For freelance writers, why not try http//www.freelancewritinggigs.com?

This will give you job leads, tips, advice, and tools to help you grow as a writer.

   Also, try “The Write Market”. You’ll find markets and publishers for all genres listed.

Writing Websites:

moontowncafe.com (poetry)

moviebytes.com (script contests)

fanstory.com (free contests) 

    Recommended again is “Writers’ Digest 101 Best Sites for Writers.”  

OUR LENDING LIBRARY

    Members are welcome to borrow books from the Bunny Janney Library at each meeting. A number of magazines, and how-to and other reference books are also available.

  The full library is available at other times by checking with our President, Mollie McKibbon.


President: Mollie McKibbon
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Secretary/Treasurer: Janet Dunn, 


                       South Mountain


Newsletter Editor: Steve Thompson
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Social Committee Chair: Gary Miller


Publicity:


Librarian: Steve Thompson








