1
1

[image: image1.png]N,
i




VALLEY WRITERS’ GUILD     

            NEWSLETTER

Next Meeting Date
Jan. 16, 2011, 2:00 p.m., Meeting Room, 
Jonsonn’s Independent Grocers, Kemptville. 
Feb.20, 2:00 p.m., Meeting Room, Jonsonn’s Independent Grocers
WRITERS IN THE STARS
Aquarius: Mario Carini, Gay Talese, Norman Mailer, Virginia Woolf, Jules Verne, Sidney Sheldon, Gertrude Stein, Voltaire, Anya Seton, Susan Sontag, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Alice Walker, Rabelais and John Ruskin
Pisces: Steve Thompson, Irving Layton, Mary Jane Maffini, Margaret Malloch Zielinski, rob mclennan, Lemony Snicket, William Seabrook, Tom Wolfe, Mickey Spillane, Amy Tan, Emily Murphy, Ben Hecht, Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, John Irving, Peter Straub, Longfellow and Sylvia Fraser

   Writers, what’s your sign? Let us know so that we can add you to this list.

January/February 2011
News, Features, Markets

SUBMISSIONS

    We are always looking for submissions/comments from members. Please send in anything that occurs to you. It could also be queries or suggestions.

   Please send to sthompson001@sympatico.ca 

or mail to Steve Thompson

                Box 1184

                Morrisburg, Ontario

                K0C 1X0

THE GRIST MILL 

    Our magazine will continue to be available at our meetings for $7.00, or by mail for $10.00. 

NOVEMBER MEETING    

     HIGHLIGHTS

   Our guest speaker was local author John Dunphy, a retired teacher. He discussed his book, Indian River, John’s book details shipwrecks in the Prince Edward Island area, and outlines some of the immigration from Ireland and Scotland of his ancestors and others. The destination of the settlers was the Atlantic Canadian settlement of Indian River on Prince Edward Island. 

   The book is a collection of fictional and non-fictional stories, delivered in a very readable format. John’s display of historical maps of the region for his presentation, with added information, provided a fascinating look at the area and the times. Our guest was introduced by Gary Miller and thanked by President Molly McKibbon.
CONGRATULATIONS

    Gary Miller had an essay, “The Last Student at TDHS”, which appears in the Dec.-Jan. issue of Canadian Stories.
    Gary also won third prize for adult rhyming verse in Ingersoll’s James McIntyre Poetry Contest. The topic of the entries had to be “Cheese.”
TOONIE CHALLENGE WINNER
FOR DECEMBER 
       The Grinch’s Apologia
                 Gary Miller
The people of Whoville, no doubt with elation,

Did a thorough hatchet job on my poor reputation,

Each one of them serving as a great belittler,

Equating myself with Attila or Hitler,

And making a heard-through-the-universe fuss

About how I ruined their precious Christmuss.

But I have excuses I’ll give if you’ll listen

Without, please, a torrent of booin’ and hissin’.

When I was an infant, a cute little chap,

I was not always seated on mom’s or dad’s lap

From which I concluded that life is too rough

When you are a child who is not loved enough.

At school a cruel teacher, for my “lack of effort,”

Hurt my tender feelings with grades of the F sort,

And the Ministry of Ed. in Ontario

Says that failure does not motivate and ergo

I gave up; then to my reputation’s sullying,

Was accused of what some deemed to be acts of bullying.

Out of school I committed a few misdemeanors,

For which I was treated the same as old seniors,

Though I think at the age of just twenty,

still tender,

I should have been let off as a Young Offender.

When I was released from that unpleasant jail,

I became a recluse, lived over the dale

Where the Whovillains dwelt, with my little dog Max.

Now please judge me fairly, for those are the facts.
Their joy in the Yuletide, my pitiable past--

Could you find anywhere a much greater contrast?

Unloved and rejected, mistreated and sad--

How could I avoid turning out somewhat bad?

I should say “Merry Christmas,” that would be most political,

But it would be also a bit hypocritical.
CELEBRITY DEATHS

Steve Landensberg, 74, American actor (Barney Miller) of cancer

Blake Edwards, 88, American film director, producer and screenwriter (The Pink Panther, Breakfast at Tiffany’s)

Bob Feller, 92, American baseball player, (pitcher) of leukemia

Pat Burns, 58, Canadian hockey coach, winner of three Stanley Cups, of cancer

Jill Clayburgh, 66, American actress (An Unmarried Woman), of leukemia

Sparky Anderson, 76, American baseball player and manager, of complications from dementia

Charles O’Donnell, 78, American announcer (Wheel of Fortune) of heart failure

Gerry Rafferty, 63, American songwriter, after a long illness

Pete Postlethwaite, American academy   award-nominated actor, of cancer
VWG FEES

    Remember, membership for a year is $35 and includes family members. Guests pay $5 per meeting.

CONTESTS

1. Our next “The Joker is Wild” humour contest has a deadline of April 1, 2011. The entries are to be short stories of up to 500 words Send two typed copies, one with your name, address and phone number. Prizes are $100/$50/$25 with two honourable mentions. Entries must be in English and unpublished. The fee is $10 per entry (cheques made payable to Valley Writers’ Guild.) Send to The Joker is Wild, Valley Writers’ Guild, Box 32, Spencerville, Ontario K0E 1X0
2. 12th annual postcard story competition, sponsored by the Writers’ Union of Canada. $500 prize, $5.00 entry fee. Deadline, Feb. 14, 2011. Canadian citizens’ unpublished work, 250 words or less. Send entry, fiction or non-fiction, in English, with cheque or money order, double spaced, no name on entry, pages numbered –not stapled. Send covering letter with title of story, full name & address, phone no., e-mail address. Multiple submissions acceptable, with fee payable to Writers’ Union of Canada. Mail to 

          PCS Competition
          Writers’ Union of Canada

          90 Richmond Street East
          Toronto, Ontario

          M5C 1P1

3. 24th Annual National Capital   

      Region Contests:

      www.canauthors-ottawa.org/contests

Adult short story up to 2500 words

          Poetry (not Haiku) max. 60 lines
          1st prize $500

          2nd prize $250

          3rd prize $100

 Must be original and unpublished work of entrant from the NCR. $10 per story; $10 for up to 3 poems. Entries on 81/2 by 11” white paper, single side, double-spaced. Name, address, tel. and e-mail address to appear only on cover letter. Pages numbered on bottom right of each, category and title on upper left corner of each page.
Make cheques payable to NCC-NCR (designate NCWC)

Mail to:

National Capital Writing Contest

163 Bell St. N.

Box 57081 

Ottawa, Ontario

K1R 7E1

Attention: Sherrill Wark

WORKSHOPS & CONFERENCES
1. Writing Symposium in Ottawa
from 9:30-4:30 p.m. Authors Betsy Warland and Ross Laird will lead the discussion and Kelly Duffin will discuss authors’ contracts in the digital age.

The conferences are held in several cities in February or March of this year. For 
Ottawa’s date, go to www.writersunion.registration.pdf
2. “Selling Your Manuscript” A    

      literary agent talks contracts and   

      publishers.

Marilyn Biderman, formerly of McClelland & Stewart, has extensive experience and credentials and now heads her own literary agency.

Her workshop will be on Saturday, January 29th from 10:30 to 12:30 p.m. at the Ottawa Public Library Auditorium, Main Branch, 120 Metcalfe St. The fee is $25.00. Send your name and contact information to
pwacottawa@gmail.com  
     RECENT AWARDS OF NOTE

Governor General’s Literary Award: Diane Warren

Giller Award: Johanna Skibsrud for her debut novel,  The Sentimentalists
DECEMBER MEETING
   After the social part of the meeting we discussed a number of items. We have a guest speaker for April; more details later. 

   Concerns were expressed about declining membership, and it was decided to carry on at least until the June annual meeting. Renewal of memberships and attendance has been a concern.

    The previous invitation to any member with an idea for organizing a meeting was mentioned again.

     It was suggested a rotating hosting of meetings in members’ homes might be considered in future.

PUBLISHING OPPORTUNITY
   “Angry Robot” will be accepting submissions from unagented authors for the first time from March 1st -31st. They will send us details later. They publish genre novels only, such as fantasy, science fiction, horror, urban/modern fantasy, etc., or any combination.
   They’re a UK company, publishing in the English language throughout the 
Commonwealth. They suggest 80 000-110 000 for SF or 100 000-140 000 for fantasy. They hope to reply in six months, but query if you haven’t heard from them by then. Since they’ve never done this before, they aren’t sure of the 
numbers they’ll get. Sounds interesting, if a bit quirky. Their website is
angryrobotbooks.com/-march-2011-open-door-month/#
      OUR LENDING LIBRARY

    Members are welcome to borrow books from the Bunny Janney Library at each meeting. A number of magazines, and how-to and other reference books are also available.

  The full library may be accessed at other times by checking with our President, Mollie McKibbon.
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